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Photo by Biodiversidata in Bella Unión (Uruguay)



People

• Local biodiversity knowledge holders 
can help fill these gaps - situated 
knowledge (Donna Haraway)

Documenting local knowledge Photo by Julana in Paso Centurión (Uruguay)



Viaje de Montevideo a Paysandú by 
Dámaso Antonio Larrañaga, 1815

Data collection before: diaries, notebooks

Drawings from Larrañaga of águila coronada, lechuza de campanario and becasa de mar



Birdwatchers in Central Park  in 1958. Sam Falk/The New York Times

Data collection before: diaries, notebooks

Illinois Audubon Society. (1973) https://
www.biodiversitylibrary.org/bibliography/186801 

https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/bibliography/186801
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/bibliography/186801


Data collection now: platforms

ECORUTAS

customisable form-based systems off-the-shelf solutions 



Infraestructure for data collection (platforms)

lost momentum or never achieved widespread global adoption

launched in the US in 2015 created in Argentina in 2011



# records in GBIF (May 2026)

1,775,781,186

151,728,963

127,703,309

Global successful platforms





The Network



Is being part of the network important?

• How per-country iNaturalist numbers 
(records, users, species, projects, data 
quality, and derived publications) 
depend on different explanatory 
variables, including the presence or 
absence of a national node.

What drives iNat’s success?









https://github.com/bienflorencia/iNat_network_contributions
https://api.inaturalist.org/v1/docs/
https://techdocs.gbif.org/en/openapi/v1/literature
https://datatopics.worldbank.org/world-development-indicators/
https://datatopics.worldbank.org/world-development-indicators/
https://datatopics.worldbank.org/world-development-indicators/
https://datatopics.worldbank.org/world-development-indicators/
https://datatopics.worldbank.org/world-development-indicators/
https://datatopics.worldbank.org/world-development-indicators/
https://api.iucnredlist.org/api-docs/index.html
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